Serum prolactins in the diagnosis of epilepsy: sensitivity, specificity, and predictive value.
Serum prolactin levels rise after generalized tonic-clonic and partial complex seizures, but not after pseudoepileptic seizures. The criteria for a significant elevation in serum prolactin vary with individual investigators. The prevalence of pseudoseizures in the population studied determines the predictive value of serum prolactin determinations. In populations where most patients have epilepsy, a rise in serum prolactin is highly predictive for true epilepsy, but no increase in serum prolactin is not predictive for pseudoseizures.